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KAGURA
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History and evolution of KAGURA

AGURA is one of the traditional

performing arts which has longer history

than KABUKI or NO in Japan. Sato-
Kagura has been traditionally conveyed by
maidens, Shinto priests and mountain priests, and
only limited people can dance. And then spread out
to general public and succeeded by local people.
KAGURA is based on the performance of dancing
and music dedicated to the deities of Japanese
myth. The Sun Godness named Amaterasu hid
inside the cave and Currently 1000 conservation
associations exist, which are individually and
diversely evolved in different regions in Japan.
Tools KAGURA uses streamers attached to a long
rope, bells, and fans without masks. Mask
KAGURA and Izumo KAGURA are based on
mythology and uses masks.
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D ancing fascinates the audience.
Dancers convey the story and the
emotions only by dancing and actions,
like ghastly ogre, sorrow old couples
o J { and big snake with intensity but
B2 OE D =l izt elegance. Dancers magnificently dance
S ; ¥ 0w . / : without showing the costume or weigh.

‘ ] eno KAGURA. Oita Prefecture is also the place where KAGURA culture widely exists. Teno
rir:; J:g A< TR &0 ESE R . N i KAGURA is categorized in Iwato KAGURA. Teno KAGURA Conservation Association welcomes
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) AR 130 anniversary in 2017 since its foundation. Currently, the member is 16 and they master 33
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different dances, dedicated to the god of the Tsubaki Hachiman Shrine in Musashi Town, and welfare
institutions around 10 times in a year.

ythology based story

One of the popular programs named Misaki. 3 : -
Many gods including Uzumeno Mikoto, ordered by p ) & e v - /S \ 7
the Sun Godness, came down to the old Japan. =y 0 \ / o L >
The place was ruined and ogre lived here. It \J‘ Yo " L
battled with Uumno Mikoto and the ogre was 3
beaten. However, the ogre was actually a Guide

o lead the way, and he successfully

C ostumes are

gorgeous.

The costume is stitched ’
I~
-

with gold and silver

WY | |threads and some costs
4 A more than 1 million Yen.
- I8 The weight is about 10
: kg. Ogre mask is scary
and rough hair. Kids
sometimes cry.
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“ usic enhances the performance.
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and is combined together, and the total music
patterns used in the performance are a lot
because of different rhythms.



